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How the Nordic countries outsmarted us again

Subtly, as is their style, the Nordic countries - Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Iceland, the Faroe Islands,

Greenland and Aland - have seized global leadership on @clean energy innovation and aim to keep it.

Their motive isn’t simply green-tinged altruism - although they're acutely cognizant of climate change and

pollution. @ They want to capture the growing global markets for clean tech, which includes a broad range of

technology, from recycling products to renewable energy hardware, electric motors to low-emission appliances.

In 2017, worldwide investment in renewables infrastructure, just a fraction of the wide-ranging smart energy

solutions on the market, swelled to $280 billion.

While other climate-conscious nations, such as Germany, have coasted on their clean-energy images, the
northerners have whole-heartedly embraced the transition to low-emissions societies and have raced ahead in

key areas such as electric mobility, smart cities, cross-border grids and renewables energy generation.

Just a taste of the latest milestones: In Norway, more than half of all new car sales are electric or hybrid models,
just as entire fleets of ferries that run on batteries are being produced. Last year, Denmark set the world record
for a wind-powered economy, generating 43% of electricity from wind power. The Swedes and Finns are paving
the way in producing biogas ( ® ) waste and vegetation and turning it into fuel for heating and automobile
engines. Iceland and Norway already run on renewable energy, so @ abundant are their geothermal and hydro

resources, respectively.

Copenhagen, Denmark’s capital, is one of Europe’s smartest cities, or low-carbon sustainable cities; two-thirds of
its residents cycle to work, while only 9% drive cars. There are 233 miles of bike path, and the city is continuing
to expand the routes and bridges for cyclists. In few other big cities is the downtown air so clean, which lands

Copenhagen among the world’s most livable cities year in, year out.

@®Moreover, the Nordics push the envelope on cross-border cooperation: Most of their 27 million inhabitants

are linked to one another through transmission networks and shared markets that span the Scandinavian
peninsula. This setup is eminently practical; if the wind’s not blowing in Denmark, for example, it can trade for
power generated in Norway, and vice versa when Norway is in need. This kind of decentralized smart grid is the

way all of Europe will function one day, once fossil fuels have been phased out.

All of this clean energy progress has been achieved while Nordic economies have flourished. Since 2000, the
GDPs of Nordic countries have grown by 28%. (In comparison, Germany’s has grown by 22%). Meanwhile,
Nordic carbon emissions have fallen by 18%. Clearly, the investments pay themselves off quickly, resulting in

lower energy costs and healthier environments for citizens.

(How the Nordic countries outsmarted us again, 2018, CNN & b #i#4)

From CNN.com. (c) 2018 Cable News Network. A Warner Bros. Discovery Company. All rights reserved. Used under license."
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(a) from (b) with (c) on (d) in
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(a) Rare and difficult to access (b) Sufficient but limited

(c) Existing in large quantities (d) Slowly decreasing over time
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) By allowing citizens to freely live and work in any Nordic country

) By connecting countries through shared electricity transmission networks and energy markets
) By jointly investing in fossil fuel development across borders
)

By standardizing all national energy policies under one government

6. XD(1)~(4)DHEMOEZL L THREEYEEDZ, ROFHEZNZTN—DFET, F5 TEHEAKRIL,

) What is the main reason the Nordic countries are investing heavily in clean energy innovation?

They want to reduce tourism-related pollution.

(1

@

@ They aim to lead and profit from the growing global clean technology market.
® They are under pressure from international environmental organizations.

@

They lack traditional energy resources such as coal and oil.

) Which of the following is NOT mentioned as an area in which the Nordic countries have advanced?

Electric mobility and battery-powered ferries

(2

@

@  Smart cities and cross-border power grids
®  Nuclear power generation and exports

@

Renewable energy production

—_

3) According to the passage, which statement about Copenhagen is correct?

Most residents commute by car because public transport is limited.
The city has extensive bicycle infrastructure and very clean air.

Cycling is encouraged, but only in suburban areas.

® 0 6

The city’s low emissions are mainly due to strict driving bans.

=

) What conclusion does the passage draw about the Nordic economies?

Economic growth has slowed due to high clean energy costs.
Carbon emissions fell, but GDP growth remained minimal.

Economic growth and carbon emission reductions have occurred simultaneously.

® OO 6

Clean energy investments have increased energy prices significantly.
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(M1t : United Nations Statistics Division Development Data and Outreach Branch)

According to the graph, which region had a higher percentage in 2015 than in 20237

(a) Sub-Saharan Africa (b) Europe and Northern America

(c) None (d) Oceania

Which of the following regions and years has the second-highest percentage?

(a) Europe and Northern America 2015 (b) Sub-Saharan Africa 2015

(c) Eastern and South-Eastern Asia 2023 (d) Europe and Northern America 2023

What is the Latin America and the Caribbean upper secondary school completion rate
for 20237

(a) 65% (b) 87%
(c) 60.9% (d) 61.4%

Which region has the lowest percentage?

(a) Sub-Saharan Africa (b) Eastern and South-Eastern Asia

(c) Oceania (d) Northern African and Western Asia
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Korea will face many problems that result (

@® out @
@ from @

Researchers are trying to figure (

@® on @
® in @

One of the best ways to (

@® calm @
® care @

Please call me () away if there’s any problem.

@® run ®
® go @

It is difficult to distinguish accurate information (

®
@

@ from
@ to

Maki always tries to (

@
®

look down ©)
look to @

Our plan didn’t (

@ work at @
® work out @

) the declining population.

in

to

) why the experiments failed.

out

from

) yourself down is to listen to the music.

take

play

throw

right

) inaccurate information on the internet.

and

upon

) new Italian words in her dictionary.

look up

look after

) as we expected, so we were depressed.

work with

work on
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David : Thank you very much for your help. I really appreciate it.

Karen : ( ).

@D Here we are

® Take it easy

Dessert is served not at the beginning (

@ but

@ since

If  were a bird, I () fly to you.

@ would
@ can

@ You're kidding

@ My pleasure

) at the end of a meal.

@ as
@ so

@ will
@ might
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[ interesting / came / a / book / I / very / that / book shop / at / across ].

FrHIV VR 1 RICEBZETY 20— ADFEEZECTHWELE,

([ in / until / years / she / Catherine / eleven / became / Santa Claus / believed / old ].

Tz DRATHITE R IR DT DEERETH T EMTEREATL,
[ because / take / our / of / bad / not / flight / weather / off / could ].

RETHARETICHEZRZI T2 LICE>TNET,
[ submit / month / before / I'm / end / this / of / supposed / the / to / my / application ].

TEBMRO R EITHEIRT B KW LITIBEATITEE W,
[ possible / please / touch / him / as / get / soon / with / me / to / in / tell / as ].

T BIE R NDIKRIE, LD DOIMEEZ 9 5 FE T,

[ cat / will / on / while / our / look / vacation / after / friend’s / is / she / we ].

R ETEEA T, BdEETEZREELTVET,

[ for / extremely / calls / action / situation / immediate / the / and / is / serious ].

COABTEEIEHEL TV T,
[ vending / order / is / this / machine / out / of ].
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I came across a very interesting book at that book shop.

(2) | Catherine believed in Santa Claus until she became eleven years old.

(3) | Our flight could not take off because of bad weather.

(4)| I'm supposed to submit my application before the end of this month.
\
[3x8]

(5) | Please tell him to get in touch with me as soon as possible.

(6) | We will look after our friend’s cat while she is on vacation.

(7) | The situation is extremely serious and calls for immediate action.

(8) | This vending machine is out of order.
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